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State of Connectisyt
GENERAL ASSEMDBLY
STATE CariToOL
RARTFORD, CONNECTIGUT 681356-1591

Rhonda Qlisky, Prograrm Assistant

Conneeticut Commission on Culrure and Tourism
One Constitution Plaza, Second Floor

Hartferd, CT 06103

Dizar Ms. Olisky,

We write in support of the 3pp1 catten of Richard Hartels, wree: ciant of the William Meradith Foundstion, for
4

g2

the Special Tnitlative Grant offered by the Commission on Culiurs and Tour 51 in the amount of §22,500.

This application is quitc unique. William Meredith spent the last forty years of his lifs living, tsaching and
wniting his most colebrated works at his homs un the banks of the Thames River in { fm‘:_n'il}c His last two
books won the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award for Poetr Y. spite of the near-debilitating stroke
he had suffered prior to their creation. 1n his life, he »e-ved as a Navy pilo! in World War IT and Kores, was
awarded numerous awards and honorary degrees from wniversitics wor idwide, served as U, 8. Poet Laureate,
and was widely recognized as an cutstanding educuter ‘.nd soholar,
Tre Special Initiative Grant request is for £2 -500 towards a total budget of 560,000 to be used to make =
haif hour documentary flim bdaed on the hves of Willlam Meredith and his frisad Johs Feliey. Profits from
the film are to be med 0 create ﬁmd—ralsm,:, projects fo fliance the William Mersdith Center for the Arts on
William’s property. The Center will ultimately provide an arist refreat 1o weleoms pairters and writers to

create asw waorks mé share their italegis with the comrunity. This {s the fret ol several ei¥orts 10 b ing Tk
dresmm o W’IOJ

The Foundaticn has been invited 1o submit 2 pecial Tnitiatives Grant to produce a 90-minute film based on
R.l hard Harteis’s book Marathon, A *}nrd *"~ues* will be made o the Independent Talevision Service for

funds to bz used o mateh the Special Initiatives Grant, Further in terest has been cxpressed by Senators
Dodd and Lieberman apd Congressman ourtney.

Thank you very much for ali of 3 your consideration,
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